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with flanking parties ever on the alert, the column entered the village
of Magyipaya, without resistance, at 1 P.M.

The village of M^gyipaya is situated on open and level ground,
with hills on three sides, which are covered with thick jungle and
boulders. From these hills, especially the southern one, where a jingal
battery was established, an incessant fire was kept up. The troops
advancing soon drove the enemy out, and after destroying the village,
retired. Directly the retirement commenced, the enemy following
up opened fire, and at one time came so close that the guns came into
action. Two rounds of case quieted the rebels for the time,
but a desultory fire continued until the column got clear of the jungle
near Palebyin. Our casualties were six men wounded.

On the following day, the 12th of December, Major Aitken's
and Captain Rose's columns concentrated on Hmawaing. Both
columns advanced through dense jungle, along narrow tracks, ob-
structed with bamboo spikes and pitfalls ; Captain Rose's column
met with no opposition, while Major Aitken's was fired on the whole
way, its losses being two killed and eight wounded. Owing to the
denseness of the jungle no enemy was seen. Hmawaing was occu-
pied by both columns unopposed, and at 2 P.M., having destroyed
the village, the troops retired, both columns proceeding to Kanswe.
The enemy fired from the hills during the march. The next day
the columns halted.

On the 14th, the village of Othnewe was destroyed and Captain
Rose's force proceeded to attack Maungwet, about three miles
from Kanswe. Two strongly fortified positions were found en route,
the ground near them being formidably spiked. At 8 A.M. the
village of Maungwet was occupied. It lies in a recess in the hills,
and was undefended. Before picquets could be posted, the enemy
commenced firing from the hills ; their position was at once attack-
ed, and they were driven out of a breastwork they had erected.
On this occasion Lieutenant Reid, 27th Punjab Infantry, was severely
wounded and three men were spiked. Large stores of grain were
found here, but, for want of carriage, they had to be destroyed. After
burning the village the force retired to Yozun.

The bands under Hmyat Maung having had their defences des-
troyed, and being considerably scattered, the columns were then
Broken up.